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On Feb. 17, House Speaker Jim Wright (D-Tex.) said that House Democrats are close to an
agreement on a humanitarian aid package for the contras. If the "administration cooperates," said
Wright, the package could contain incentives for the Nicaraguan government to cooperate in the
event of a cease-fire, such as an end to US trade sanctions on Nicaragua. Wright indicated that
a vote on the package will likely be scheduled next week. While the total value of the package
remains unclear, it will almost certainly be less than the $36.2 million-plus requested by the Reagan
administration and defeated 219 to 211 on Feb. 3. Wright and Rep. David E. Bonior (D-Mich.), in
charge of the bill-drafting process, said the package will almost certainly include humanitarian
aid at the current rate, about $1.8 million per month. Bonior said it is likely the package will also
contain special aid for injured and maimed children on both sides of the war. The $1.8 million
monthly figure does not include transportation costs, which currently run a like amount each
month. Transport costs could be lower if the aid were delivered by an international, neutral
organization such as the Red Cross, as opposed to the current air drop delivery system run by
the CIA. Republicans say an international agency would not be capable of delivery in a war zone.
Democrats respond that if a cease-fire is arranged, there would be no problem with almost any form
of efficient delivery. (Basic data from AP, 02/17/88; Washington Post, 02/18/88)
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